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MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT — CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

81. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to the minister’s response yesterday in which she revealed publicly for the first time that her husband has 
some Woodside shares as a result of his being an employee at Woodside. In light of the fact that Woodside is the 
largest publicly traded oil and gas exploration and production company and operates more than 75 joint ventures 
on behalf of 39 participants in Australia, Africa and the United States — 

(1) Does the minister know which of Woodside’s 39 participants are involved in its 75 joint ventures? 

(2) If not, how will the minister know when to declare a conflict of interest, given that her husband holds 
shares in Woodside? 

(3) How will the minister know which cabinet decisions to absent herself from? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 
I thank the member for this question. 
(1)-(3) Yes, my husband, as we know, does work for Woodside. With respect to the partners, off the top of my 

head I do not know every single one. However, having said that, what has been put in place is that 
should a company meet with me and have involvement with Woodside as a joint venturer, I would 
declare, and have already done so — 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Will you be asking questions? 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has asked a question of the Minister for Environment. If she 
wants to ask another question, I will put her on the list. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: In those circumstances, at the very beginning of the meeting I would make the 
same declaration as I would for any other group if it wanted to talk to me about Woodside—an environmental 
group for example. I would say to the group, “As you may be aware, my husband works for Woodside and I 
have a declared conflict of interest. Are there any issues that you are going to raise with me that involve 
Woodside, perhaps with respect to an approval?” That would then give them, obviously, the opportunity to tell 
me. That is the process and that is already being done. It is a clear process. I would make that declaration, and I 
have already done that in a couple of cases. 
 


